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Abstract

This study aims to identify the role of the Palestinian daily newspapers in covering
the electricity crisis in the governorates of the Gaza Strip, and to identify the goals and
motives of contributors in addressing electricity crisis related issues in the Gaza Strip,
and the criteria and standards they adopt during the publishing process.

This is a study is considered a descriptive one that is based on a survey approach.
The study used the methods of content analysis, practice methods survey, and mutual
relationships analysis. In this context, the study employed the systematic comparison
method, and used the theory of "gatekeeper" and "media agenda". Data were collected
using three tools: content analysis card, and inductive sheet, and the in-depth interviews.

The study has selected two newspapers, namely Al-Hayat Al-Jadeedah (New
Life), and Palestine, as an analytical sample during the specified study period of 13
months expanding from June 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015. As for the field study sample, it
included an intentional sample consisting of contributors in the newspapers of Al-Hayat
Al-Jadeedah (New Life), and Palestine. The sample included 40 sampling units.

The study of content analysis reached a set of results. Most notably, the study
found that the issues of Gaza Electricity Generation Plant shut down, and the suffering
of citizens and patients were classified in the first place with a percentage of 18.5%. The
acting government in Gaza was classified in the first rank as a primary resource for
press material related to the electricity crisis. As for the editorial material place in the
analyzed newspapers, the internal pages were in the first rank.

The study of contributors reached a set of results. Most notably, the study
found that 95% of the sample believes that the importance of electricity crisis issue to
the public and the newspaper is a main consideration that controls the contributions
related to this crisis. 60.5% of contributors consider that shortage of official published
statistics and data related to this crisis as one of the most important problems that face
the newspaper when addressing the electricity crisis. 47.4% of them considered the lack
of innovation and repetition of topics without any development or research basis a main
problem in this regard. As for development and performance improvement mechanisms,
67.5% supported the presentation of different views of analysts, experts and specialists,
while 60.0% supported the courage to address the electricity crisis related issues.

The study came up with several recommendations. Most importantly, the study
calls for the Palestinian daily newspapers to shed light on all issues related to the
Palestinian crisis, particularly the electricity crisis in the Gaza Strip considering its
impacts on the daily life. The study calls for contributors in this regard to objectively
and professionally communicate when dealing with issues such as the electricity crisis
in the Gaza Strip considering all of its aspects. In this regard, bias should be avoided
which may occur in the form of blaming a single party, or invest the crisis politically. In
this regard, the Palestinian press should reflect the people’s voice without any bias
related to the political agenda in their coverage of the aspects of this crisis.
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